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R@osed are duplicate copies of transmittal letter and ~~ . ‘~:{@
tdween UCRL representativesWalter D. Gibbonsend G. W. Johnsm. .,:<,:-’
The memorandum states UCRL reqplrenumts for a diagnostic ship In. .-.S:;:: .::-*.

the event Taongi is approved as a shot atoll. It further outlines ~~. ~. ‘--+
the!tro~ratlonal. concept, end ~uetlfies to a large extent obtaln-
i% the W -iss in lieu of other craft considmwi ,Y,<.,,<,,. . .. -..k:-i’”
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w office SUPPO*S the req?lestmade for the U= miSS On>t~ ~~ -,.““
.%%%.4+.,’

basis of information contained in the ~randum and knowledge
gained through discussions with personnel who will equip end man
the ship for diagnostic puzpses. ~cor~x, it is reconman dad ,-,, :.>~
that you commence negotiations to place the USS Cur’M68 on an
optional or available if required basis, pending a decision on
Taongi. Information here is that the Curtiss is scheduled to
imwtive status July 1, 1957.

Pmsuant to terms and conditions outlined in Agreement OPNAV @10.10A,
dated September 8, 1953, negotiations should provide for the following:~,

.2./..-.Y
1. That AEC obtain the ship on an indefinite loan basis, mibject to ...

*’. receXL only in the event of a declaration of a national emrgency~ .+-. ..~-e
?-...~-:
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2. That the ship be operated by a MSTS crev under a cont~t tith $<’”“’:~~~,-’$

cm AEC or Holmes & N-er. A contract provision will perndt the .-;!, -w~-p-.
(.n contracting officer to re$ect non-cooperative or otherwise m- “,j--~~:~

T2 desirable employees. The controlling officer will reserve the “ b.’:~
C.7; right to supplement a m crew or to relieve any portion of
(:/”” the crew in faver of more qualifled or desirable~y~onn~. # “.
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3. AEC should be ~snted unrestricted authority to nmdify the
vessel,

~b+ 4P+

k. AEc should mot be held responsible to restore the vessel to
its original condition less normal.we= and tear upon com-
pletion of the loan period.
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MaJor modifi~ons to vessel wSIJ.be made at commercial ship
yards under a arsntractwith Holmes & Nwer.

Design and engineering work in connection with ship modifications
will be done ~ Holmes & Namer. Minor repairs and modifications
will be made Qg Holmes & Narver, generally at EPG.

Ehclosure:
Trans ltr fm WRL dtd

4/15/57 w/aZtach (in dup.)
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